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Dimitris Papaioannou
Sisyphus / Trans / Form
a project for Collezione Maramotti and I Teatri di Reggio Emilia
24 – 27 October 2019
Collezione Maramotti
Presented as part of Festival Aperto 2019, Sisyphus / Trans / Form is the exclusive Italian debut of
a new project that Greek choreographer Dimitris Papaioannou has created for Collezione Maramotti, a private contemporary art collection open to the public since 2007 and housed in the former Max Mara corporate headquarters, a brutalist building from the 1950s.
Papaioannou’s site-specific piece will be performed from 24 to 27 October (6 performances) in the
Collezione Maramotti spaces.
This marks the sixth initiative in a decade-long collaboration among Collezione Maramotti, Max
Mara and Fondazione I Teatri, after performances by the Trisha Brown Dance Company (2009),
Shen Wei Dance Arts (2011), Wayne McGregor | Random Dance (2013), Hofesh Shechter/Shechter
Junior (2015) and Saburo Teshigawara_KARAS (2017). Invitations to choreographers of international renown to conceive and present dance performances in a place dedicated to contemporary
art arises from the wish of fostering a close and exciting dialogue between the world of dance and
the visual arts.
This collaboration includes the presentation of the new production by Papaioannou the for Aperto
Festival 2020: an international project which will see I Teatri as co-producers, supported by Max
Mara.
In Sisyphus / Trans / Form, the dancers’ bodies are in perfect equilibrium yet seem broken, moving through an installation where they create optical illusions, inspired by the myth of Sisyphus,
that shed a subtle light on the human quest for meaning. It is a piece that explores our relationship
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ceived this performance as an attempt to generate meditative energy through simple actions,
prompting an emotional journey through illusion.
Dimitris Papaioannou’s original training was in the visual arts, and he worked in painting and comics before turning his attention to performance as a choreographer, director, dancer, and set and
costume designer.
His powerfully original, visionary language does away with the traditional boundaries between
dance, painting and sculpture. The performers’ bodies, as they constantly interacting with props
and raw materials, split apart and regroup in deft compositions that echo classical myth and universal narratives. The lyrical images they conjure up teem with contrasts and epiphanies that reveal
traces of individual and collective memory, fluidly blending different eras and cultures. Papaioannou constructs dream worlds brimming with deep-rooted archetypes and iconographies, elements
rooted in human experience as well as art history.

Programme
24-27 October 2019
Collezione Maramotti
Sisyphus / Trans / Form
site-specific performance
Thursday 24 October, 8:30 pm
Friday, 25 October, 8:30 pm
Saturday 26 October, 4:30 pm and 7 pm
Sunday 27 October, 4:30 pm and 7 pm
Visual concept and direction Dimitris Papaioannou
with Christos Strinopoulos, Drossos Skotis, Costas Chrysafidis, Ioanna Paraskevopoulou, Pavlina
Andriopoulou
with support from MEGARON – THE ATHENS CONCERTHALL
Tickets can be purchased at www.iteatri.re.it and at the Teatro Municipale Valli ticket office (check opening
hours at www.iteatri.re.it).
Any remaining available tickets can be purchased at the Collezione Maramotti, from one hour before that the
performance starts.
Dimitris Papaioannou will meet the public of the show at the end of the performance of 7.00pm on Saturday
26 October.
In the days of the performances the ticket holders may freely visit the 1st floor of the permanent exhibition of
the Collezione Maramotti:
Thursday 24 October, from 7.00pm to 8.00pm
Friday 25 October, from 7.00pm to 8.00pm
Saturday 26 October, from 3.00pm to 4.00pm and from 5.30pm to 6.30pm
Sunday 27 October, from 3.00pm to 4.00pm and from 5.30pm to 6.30pm
The temporary exhibitions by Helen Cammock and Mona Osman will be open in the following hours:
Thursday 24 October, from 2.30pm to 8.00pm
Friday 25 October, from 2.30pm to 8.00pm
Saturday 26 October, from 10.30am to 4.15pm and from 5.30pm to 6.30pm
Sunday 27 October, from 10.30am to 4.15pm and from 5.30pm to 6.30pm
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Notes
Dimitris Papaioannou
Dimitris Papaioannou (b. 1964 in Athens) gained early recognition as a painter and comics artist, before his focus shifted
to the performing arts, as director, choreographer, performer, and designer of sets, costumes, make up, and lighting.
He was a student of the iconic Greek painter Yannis Tsarouchis before studying at the Athens School of Fine Arts.
He formed the Edafos Dance Theatre in 1986 as an initial vehicle for his original stage productions, hybrids of physical
theatre, experimental dance, and performance art.
Originating in the underground scene, the company challenged perceptions and gained a growing number of followers.
Medea (1993) marked the company’s transition to bigger theatres and is considered its iconic work. The Edafos company
existed for seventeen years, until 2002, and left an indelible stamp on the Greek arts scene.
Papaioannou became widely known in 2004, as the creator of the opening and closing ceremonies for the Olympic Games
in Athens.
Starting up again in 2006 with the production 2, he found himself in the odd position of presenting avant-garde works
at major theatres in Athens that enjoyed record-breaking runs, with over 100,000 tickets sold.
In 2009, he began using this platform to create large-scale theatrical experiments: Nowhere (2009) for the inauguration
of the renovated Greek National Theatre, and Inside (2011) for the Pallas Theater.
In 2012, stripping down his work to bare essentials, he created Primal Matter for the Athens Festival, which featured him
back on stage as a performer after a ten-year absence.
As part of the same quest for simplicity, he created Still Life (2014), his first work to tour extensively in Europe, South
America, Asia, and Australia.
In 2015, he created the opening ceremony for the Baku 2015 European Games.
Papaioannou’s twenty-five productions have ranged from intimate pieces to mass spectacles with thousands of performers, and have appeared in a wide variety of venues: his famous underground squat theater in Athens, historic spaces like
the ancient theatre in Epidaurus, the Théâtre de la Ville in Paris, and the Teatro Olimpico in Vicenza, and even Olympic
stadiums.
In 2017, he created The Great Tamer, his first international co-commissioned work with ten co-producers, including the
Festival d’Avignon.
In 2018, Dimitris became the first artist to create a new full-length work for Pina Bausch’s Tanztheater Wuppertal. Since
She, dedicated to this great choreographer and dancer who died in 2009, premiered on 12 May 2018 in Germany.

A open space of exploration and discovery: that’s the idea behind Collezione Maramotti, the brainchild of Max Mara
founder and passionate art collector Achille Maramotti.
Opened at the end of 2007 in the former Max Mara headquarters in Reggio Emilia, its permanent collection includes over
two hundred works by about a hundred international artists from 1950 to the present, including Acconci, Bacon,
Basquiat, Bhabha, Burri, Clemente, Fischl, Fontana, Gallagher, Manders, Manzoni, Merz, Ontani, Paladino, Sachs,
Schifano, Schnabel, Kiki Smith, Twombly, and Viola; it can be visited free of charge by appointment.
Parallel to this, Collezione Maramotti holds temporary exhibitions and commissions special projects from emerging and
mid-career artists which then become part of its collection. It is also the co-organizer of the Max Mara Art Prize for
Women in collaboration with Whitechapel Gallery.
www.collezionemaramotti.org

The Max Mara Group, founded in 1951 by Achille Maramotti and now headed by his children, is one of the world’s
leading fashion houses and the top Italian producer of prêt-à-porter, with 2300 stores around the globe and 22 different
collections sold in 105 countries.
www.maxmara.com

The work of Fondazione I Teatri – Reggio Emilia spans almost every sector of live performance. Presenting dance,
drama, concerts, opera, children’s theatre, musical theatre, and operetta, this is the only theatre hub of its kind in Italy:
three venues grouped around one piazza in the heart of town, each with its own unique architectural features and programme.
www.iteatri.re.it
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